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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to the appeal brief filed on 02/27/07. 

Response to Arguments 

2. After further search and a thorough examination of the present application claims 
1-69 remain rejected. 

Applicants' arguments with respect to claims 1-22 and 24-31 have been 
considered, but they are not deemed to be persuasive. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-22 and 24-31 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

In response to applicant's arguments, 'receiving electronic data on a computing 
platform from at least one external source, wherein the electronic data relates to online 
activity comprising online events and or online electronic transactions, the electronic 
data to be used for online analytical processing of data' the Examiner respectfully 
submits that in particular, Crookman does not explicitly teach 'electronic data relates to 
online activity comprising online events and or online electronic transactions, the 
electronic data to be used for online analytical processing of data' this limitation as, and 
Adams remedy such kinds of deficiency by teaching (a player may "visit" a sponsor 
either physically by traveling to redeem promotional points at a sponsor's location, or 
electronically through the Internet to redeem promotional points online. Linking the 
player 80 directly to the sponsor website 88 through the Internet is that by redeeming 
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promotional points directly from the sponsor, the player becomes familiarized with the 
sponsor's website and learns how to "buy" merchandise using the sponsor's normal 
product or service purchase procedure in the context of promotional points. Thus, the 
player is educated about the sponsor 88 and its product offering, is more likely to return 
directly 90 to a sponsor's website 88 for other purchases, and less likely to go to a 
competing merchant whose website may be unfamiliar and thus more intimidating when 
purchasing online in the future, see col. 16, lines 14-28, Adams). Thus, it would have 
been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the present 
invention to combine the teachings of the cited references because electronic data 
relates to online activity comprising online events and or online electronic transactions, 
the electronic data to be used for online analytical processing of data of Adams 
teachings would have allowed Crookman's system to retrofitting conventional electronic 
and electro mechanical games with displays and interactive communications capability 
with the remote communication modules as suggested by Adams at col. 6, lines 46-50, 
Adams. Electronic data relates to online activity as taught by Adams improves to 
awards accumulating and redeemed promotional points using an electronic game (see 
col. 1, lines 12-14, Adams). 

Applicant's argue that Crookman does not teach 'receiving electronic data on a 
computing platform from at least one external source, wherein the electronic data 
relates to online activity comprising online events and or online electronic transactions, 
the electronic data to be used for online analytical processing of data'. 
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In response to applicant's arguments against tlie references individually, one 
cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections 
are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 
USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 
1986). 

Hence, Applicants' arguments do not distinguish over the claimed invention over 
the prior art of record. 

In light of the foregoing arguments, the 103 rejections are hereby sustained. 

Drawings 

3. Applicants' have filed informal drawings. Formal drawings will be required when 
the application will be allowed. 

Claim Rejections '35 use §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set- 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-22 and 24-31 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Crookham et al. ('Crookham' hereinafter), USPGPUB 2005/0138106 in view of 
Adams et al. ('Adams' hereinafter), USP, 7,025,674. 
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With respect to claim 1 , 

Crookham discloses a method of compiling electronic data (para. 0045) 
comprising: 

(a) receiving electronic data on a computing platform from at least one external 
source, wherein the electronic data relates to online activity, and wherein online,.... 
(para. 0087); 

(b) inserting at least a portion of the collected data into one or more data fields 
(para. 0033, Fig. 4), wherein said one or more data fields comprise an electronic 
scoreboard of interrelated data (para. 0032); 

(c) updating said electronic scoreboard of data (para. 0036); and 

(d) calculating at least one measurement of updated scoreboard data (para. 

0087). 

Crookman does not explicitly indicate "electronic data relates to online activity 
comprising online events and or online electronic transactions, the electronic data to be 
used for online analytical processing of data". 

Adams discloses electronic data relates to online activity comprising online 
events and or online electronic transactions, the electronic data to be used for online 
analytical processing of data (a player may "visit" a sponsor either physically by 
traveling to redeem promotional points at a sponsor's location, or electronically through 
the Internet to redeem promotional points online,..., see col. 16, lines 14-28, Adams). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art at the 
time of the present invention to combine the teachings of the cited references because 
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electronic data relates to online activity connprising online events and or online 
electronic transactions, the electronic data to be used for online analytical processing of 
data of Adams teachings would have allowed Crookman's system to retrofitting 
conventional electronic and electro mechanical games with displays and interactive 
communications capability with the remote communication modules as suggested by 
Adams at col. 6, lines 46-50, Adams. Electronic data relates to online activity as taught 
by Adams improves to awards accumulating and redeemed promotional points using an 
electronic game (see col. 1, lines 12-14, Adams). 

As to claim 2, 

Crookham teaches wherein said at least one external source comprises a remote 
computing platform coupled by a network to the computing platform that receives the 
electronic data (para. 0095, Fig. 1 A, 2). 

As to claim 3, 

Crookham teaches wherein said at least one external source further comprises 
data collection software executing on said remote computing platform (para. 0097, Fig. 
10). 

As to claim 4, 

Crookham teaches wherein updating said electronic scoreboard of data 
comprises removing at least a portion of collected electronic data after a particular 
amount of time has elapsed (paras. 0030, 0032). 

As to claim 5, 
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Crookham teaches wherein updating said electronic scoreboard of data 
connprises removing at least a portion of collected electronic data after a particular 
amount of data is collected (paras. 0045, 0085). 

As to claim 6, 

Crookham teaches wherein said one or more data fields contain one or more 
periodically updated lists of related electronic data values (para. 0075 and Fig. 4). 
With respect to claim 7, 

Crookham discloses a method of reporting electronic data, said method (para. 
0076) comprising: 

(a) retrieving at least a portion of one or more measurement values related to the 
electronic data, wherein the electronic data relates to online activity, and wherein online 
activity,.... (para. 0081); 

(b) comparing (para. 0078) a least a portion of one or more measurement values 
to one or more threshold values (para. 0091 , threshold 'predefined'); 

(c) determining whether to designate at least a portion (para. 0045) of the 
electronic data related to the one or more measurement values for reporting, based at 
least in part on the comparison (para. 0088); and 

(d) sending at least the portion of the electronic data designated for reporting to a 
remote device (para. 0087). 

Crookman does not explicitly indicate "electronic data relates to online activity 
comprising online events and or online electronic transactions, the electronic data to be 
used for online analytical processing of data". 
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Adams discloses electronic data relates to online activity comprising online 
events and or online electronic transactions, the electronic data to be used for onlirie 
analytical processing of data (a player may "visit" a sponsor either physically by 
traveling to redeem promotional points at a sponsor's location, or electronically through 
the Internet to redeem promotional points online, see col. 16, lines 14-28, Adams). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art at the 
time of the present invention to combine the teachings of the cited references because 
electronic data relates to online activity comprising online events and or online 
electronic transactions, the electronic data to be used for online analytical processing of 
data of Adams teachings would have allowed Crookman's system to retrofitting 
conventional electronic and electro mechanical games with displays and interactive 
communications capability with the remote communication modules as suggested by 
Adams at col. 6, lines 46-50, Adams. Electronic data relates to online activity as taught 
by Adams improves to awards accumulating and redeemed promotional points using an 
electronic game (see col. 1, lines 12-14, Adams). 

As to claim 8, 

Crookham teaches wherein the one or more measurement values comprise 
statistical values obtained from a sample of the electronic data (para. 0081). 
As to claim 9, 

Crookham teaches wherein said one or more threshold values (para. 0091 , 
threshold 'predefined') comprise one or more numerical values that relate at least in part 
to said statistical values (para. 0077). 
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As to claim 10, 

Crookham teaches wherein the electronic data comprises text data (para. 0084). 
As to claim 11, 

Crookham teaches wherein comparing comprises: comparing (para. 0078) the 
one or more threshold values to the one or more measurement values, and issuing at 
least one electronic report if the one or more measurement values exceeds the one or 
more threshold values (para. 0091, threshold ^predefined'). 

As to claim 12, 

Crookham teaches wherein the one or more threshold values are configurable 
(para. 0091, threshold 'predefined'). 
As to claim 13, 

Crookham teaches wherein the configuration is determined by a user (para. 

0078). 

As to claim 14, 

Crookham teaches wherein the remote device comprises a computing platform 
capable of receiving electronic data (Figs. 1A and 2). 
As to claim 15, 

Crookham discloses a method of generating electronic reports (para. 0040), said 
method comprising: 

(a) collecting electronic data from at least one external source, wherin, (para. 

0096); 
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(b) inserting the collection of electronic data Into a plurality of associated data 
fields (Fig. 4, para. 0072); 

(c) assigning scores to at least a portion of the data contained in the plurality of 
data fields (para. 0109); 

(d) issuing electronic reports based at least in part on said scores (paras. 0010, 

0045). 

With respect to claim 16, 

Crookham teaches wherein steps (b), (c) and (d) are repeated based at least in 
part on additional collected electronic data (para. 0088). 
With respect to claim 17, 

Crookham discloses a method of data reduction (para. 0030) comprising: 

receiving interrelated electronic data regarding electronic transactions occurring 
via at least ope selected web site (para. 0095, Fig. 9); 

compiling said interrelated data into a plurality of data fields (Fig. 4), said data 
fields arranged to provide sample statistics of said interrelated data (para. 0081); 

updating said interrelated electronic data fields with additional data regarding 
more recent electronic transactions occurring via said at least one selected web site, 
wherein said updating updates said sample statistics (para. 0081); 

after at least one update, comparing said updated sample statistics (para. 0081) 
with at least one preset threshold value (para. 0091, threshold 'predefined'); and 

generating at least one report based at least in part on the comparison (para. 

0078). 
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Crookman does not explicitly indicate "electronic data relates to online activity 
comprising online events and or online electronic transactions, the electronic data to be 
used for online analytical processing of data". 

Adams discloses electronic data relates to online activity comprising online 
events and or online electronic transactions, the electronic data to be used for online 
analytical processing of data (a player may "visit" a sponsor either physically by 
traveling to redeem promotional points at a sponsor's location, or electronically through 
the Internet to redeem promotional points online, see col. 16, lines 14-28, Adams). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art at the 
time of the present invention to combine the teachings of the cited references because 
electronic data relates to online activity of Adams teachings would have allowed 
Crookman's system to retrofitting conventional electronic and electro mechanical games 
with displays and interactive communications capability with the remote communication 
modules as suggested by Adams at col. 6, lines 46-50, Adams. Electronic data relates 
to online activity as taught by Adams improves to awards accumulating and redeemed 
promotional points using an electronic game (see col. 1, lines 12-14, Adams). 

As to claim 18, 

Crookham teaches wherein said sample statistics comprise at least the mean 
and standard deviation (para. 0081). 
As to claim 19, 

Crookham teaches wherein said threshold value is configurable (para. 0091, 
threshold 'predefined'). 
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As to claim 20, 

Crookham teaclies and further comprising: updating said one or more data fields 
by omitting at least a portion of the collected electronic data other than said additional 
data (Fig. 4). 

As to claim 21, 

Crookham discloses a method of displaying electronic data, said method (para. 
0081) comprising: 

(a) receiving at least a portion of electronic data reports from at least one 
external source, wherein the electronic data reports comprise electronic data collected 
from one or more online activities,.... and compiled, and reported based at least in part 
on a priority system (para. 0081); and 

(b) displaying (Fig. 6) at least a portion of the electronic data reports as a 
computer output (Fig. 1 A, 2). 

Crookman does not explicitly indicate "electronic data relates to online activity 
comprising online events and or online electronic transactions, the electronic data to be 
used for online analytical processing of data". 

Adams discloses electronic data relates to online activity comprising online 
events and or online electronic transactions, the electronic data to be used for online 
analytical processing of data (a player may "visit" a sponsor either physically by 
traveling to redeem promotional points at a sponsor's location, or electronically through 
the Internet to redeem promotional points online, see col. 16, lines 14-28, Adams). 
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It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art at the 
time of the present invention to combine the teachings of the cited references because 
electronic data relates to online activity comprising online events and or online 
electronic transactions, the electronic data to be used for online analytical processing of 
data of Adams teachings would have allowed Crookman's system to retrofitting 
conventional electronic and electro mechanical games with displays and interactive 
communications capability with the remote communication modules as suggested by 
Adams at col. 6, lines 46-50, Adams. Electronic data relates to online activity as taught 
by Adams improves to awards accumulating and redeemed promotional points using an 
electronic game (see col. 1, lines 12-14, Adams). 

As to claim 22, 

Crookham teaches wherein said electronic data reports comprise data at least 
partially relating to online or internet activity (para. 0081, Fig. 11). 
With respect to claim 24, 

Crookham discloses an article (para. 0040) comprising: 

a storage medium having stored thereon instructions (Fig. 1A), that when 

executed by a computing platform, result in execution of an electronic report generator 

(para. 0045), by: 

collecting electronic data from at least one external source,... (para. 0096); 
compiling said collected electronic data (para. 0081); and 
reporting said compiled electronic data based at least in part on a priority basis 
(para. 0040). 
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Crookman does not explicitly indicate "electronic data relates to online activity 
comprising online events and or online electronic transactions, the electronic data to be 
used for online analytical processing of data". 

Adams discloses electronic data relates to online activity comprising online 
events and or online electronic transactions, the electronic data to be used for online 
analytical processing of data (a player may "visit" a sponsor either physically by 
traveling to redeem promotional points at a sponsor's location, or electronically through 
the Internet to redeem promotional points online, see col. 16, lines 14-28, Adams). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art at the 
time of the present invention to combine the teachings of the cited references because 
electronic data relates to online activity comprising online events and or online 
electronic transactions, the electronic data to be used for online analytical processing of 
data of Adams teachings would have allowed Crookman's system to retrofitting 
conventional electronic and electro mechanical games with displays and interactive 
communications capability with the remote communication modules as suggested by 
Adams at col. 6, lines 46-50, Adams. Electronic data relates to online activity as taught 
by Adams improves to awards accumulating and redeemed promotional points using an 
electronic game (see col. 1, lines 12-14, Adams). 

As to claim 25, 

Crookham teaches wherein said medium further has stored thereon instructions 
that, when executed, result in said electronic data being compiled by inserting at least a 
portion of said collected electronic data into one or more data fields (para. 0045). 
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As to claim 26, 

Crookham teaches wherein said medium further has stored thereon instructions 
that, when executed, result in determining one or more measurement values of said 
electronic data, wherein said measurement values comprise one or more representative 
values of at least a portion of said collected electronic data (paras. 0045, 0085). 

As to claim 27, 

Crookham teaches wherein said medium further has stored instructions that, 
when executed, result in determining priority based at least in part on the comparison of 
said one or more measurement values to one or more threshold values, wherein said 
one or more threshold values comprises one or more numerical values that relate at 
least in part to said one or more measurement values (para. 0091, threshold 
^predefined'). 

With respect to claim 28, 

Crookham discloses a system for generation of electronic reports (para. 0045) 
comprising: 

a computing platform (Fig. 1); 

said computing platform being adapted to, in operation, perform the generation of 
electronic reports (para. 0045) by: 

collecting electronic data from at least one external source, wherein the 
electronic data relates to online activity,... (para. 0096); 

compiling said collected electronic data (para. 0081); and 
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reporting said compiled electronic data based at least in part on a priority basis 
(para. 0040). 

Crookman does not explicitly indicate "electronic data relates to online activity 
comprising online events and or online electronic transactions, the electronic data to be 
used for online analytical processing of data". 

Adams discloses electronic data relates to online activity comprising online 
events and or online electronic transactions, the electronic data to be used for online 
analytical processing of data (a player may "visit" a sponsor either physically by 
traveling to redeem promotional points at a sponsor's location, or electronically through 
the Internet to redeem promotional points online, see col. 16, lines 14-28, Adams). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art at the 
time of the present invention to combine the teachings of the cited references because 
electronic data relates to online activity comprising online events and or online 
electronic transactions, the electronic data to be used for online analytical processing of 
data of Adams teachings would have allowed Crookman's system to retrofitting 
conventional electronic and electro mechanical games with displays and interactive 
communications capability with the remote communication modules as suggested by 
Adams at col. 6, lines 46-50, Adams. Electronic data relates to online activity as taught 
by Adams improves to awards accumulating and redeemed promotional points using an 
electronic game (see col. 1, lines 12-14, Adams). 

As to claim 29, 
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Crookham teaches wherein compiling said collected electronic data further 
comprises inserting at least a portion of said collected electronic data into one or more 
data fields (Fig. 4). 

As to claim 30, 

Crookham teaches whei^ein compiling said collected electronic data further 
comprises determining one or more measurement values of said collected electronic 
data, wherein said one or more measurement values comprise one or more 
representative values of at least a portion of said collected electronic data (para. 0033, 
Fig. 4). 

As to claim 31, 

Crookham teaches wherein said priority basis is determined based at least in 
part on a comparison of said one or more measurement values to said one or more 
threshold values, wherein said one or more threshold values comprise one or more 
numerical values (para. 0058) that relate at least in part to said one or more 
measurement values (para. 0091 , threshold 'predefined'). 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Contact Information 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mohammad All whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4105. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (7:30 am-6:00 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain T. Alam can be reached on (571) 272-3978. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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